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INTRODUCTION. 
This REVIEW contains a general summmy of the meteoir, 

logical conditions which preva,iled over the Unit.ed Stater 
during May, 1Y84, based upon the reports from the regnlai 
ancl voliintary observers of the Signal Service and fiwn 
cooperating state weather services. 

Descriptions of the stoiins which occnrred oyer the nortl 
Atlantic ocean cliiring the month are also given ancl theii 
approximate pat.hs shown on chart i. 

The most noteworthy fea,t,iires of the m0nt.h were thc 
destructive frosts which occnrrecl in the lake region, New 
England and the nort,hern portion of the middle Atlant,it 
states, from tlie 38th to 31st, cliiring the prewleuce of higl: 
area vii. ; and the excessive precipitation in the western Gull 
states a,nd southern slope, which resul tecl in claniagiug freshets 
in those districts. 

Of the ittmospl~eri~ depressions occurring clnring Bhy, tha,l 
described under L6areas of low barometer " as number i. warns 
especia,lly severe during it,s passige over the lakes nncl resnlt.ed 
in great damage to shippiiig ii1terest.s. 

The month was slightly warmer than the arera,ge on the 
Atlantic coast south of New England, in the eastern GaU 
states, and over the northwestern portion of the United States; 
elsewhere the mean temperature was below the avemge, the 
departure being greatest in the soiitliern dope. 

In  t h e  prepamration of this  REVIEW the following dat.;b! 
received up to June 30th, 1884, have been used, viz. : . the 
regular tri-daily weather-charts, containing dat'a of simulta- 
neous observations ta'ken at  one hnuclrecl a,nd twenty-two 
Signal Service stations and fourteen Canadian st,at,ions, as 
telegraphecl to this office ; one hiindrecl ond fifty-nine monthly 
journals, and one hundred a,ncl fifty mont,Iily means from the 
former, ancl foiwteen monthly means from the latter; two 
hundred and sixtysir monthly registers from volnntary 
observers; fort'y-nine monthly registmeis from United States 
&my post siirgeons ; marine records ; international simul ta- 
neous observations ; marine report,s, throngh t'he co-operation 
of the 6 6  New York Beralcl Wealther Service;" sbst,racts of ships' 
logs, furnished by the publishers of The New York Maritime 
Register ;" monthly weather reports from the local weather 
services of Alabama, Georgia, Illinois, Louisiaua, Ohio, snd 
Tennessee, and of t.he Central Pacific railway conqmny ; 
trustworthy newspaper extrracbs ; and special ie1,ort.s. 

ATMOSPHERIC PRESSURE. 
[Expressed in ita e h es 'air d 18 ti iidredt h s. 1 

The distribution of mean atmospheric pressure for May, 
1884, cletermiued from the tri-cleily telegraphic observations of 
the Signal Service, is shown by the isobnrometric lines on chert 
ii . 

The area of mean baromet,ric minima for May occupies about 
the sa.me position as that for the preceding month, viz.: the 
southern plateau, where a SlURll y e a  is enclosed by the isobar 
of 39.S, the isobar of 39.85 inch ling nearly the entire district. 

soiithern California, a.nd in the north Pacific cosst region, and 
in the south Atlantic and east Gulf states, where the mean 
pressures exceed 30.0, the highest barometric iueaiis reported 
being 30.03 nt Olympia, Washington Territory, and 30.03 a t  
Cedsr Keys, Florida, A4tlantn and Augusta, Georgia. 

The inenn pressure for May compared with that for April is 
from .03 to .09 greater over the northern and micldle phteaii 
districts and north Pacific coast region ; it is also grea,t,er in 
the Gulf states, Tennessee, the Ohio and Saint Lawrence ral- 
leys, ancl on the Atlnnt,ic coast, t'he increase being greatest in 
New England snd Nova Scot,ia8, where it varies from .10 to .15. 
A decrease occurs in t,he southern plateau, a.nd over the north- 
ern part of tlie country from central Montana t.0 Lake Huron, 
the deficiency being greatest from Lake Superior to eastern 
Monta.ua, where i t  va.ries from .10 to .14. 

The mean pressnre for the inoiit t in  greatest along the coast of 

DEPARTURES FROM THE NORMAL VALUES FOR THE YONTH. 
Coiqmwl with the norind pressure for May an increa,se of 

from .05 to .07 is shown over the eastern Becky mountain 
slope ; an inareage varying from .01 to .04 also occnrs in the 
Missouri ma,lley, southern California,, and in the middle ancl 
soiitlrern plateau districts. In  the north and middle Pacific 
coast regions, Minnesota, and in a11 districts earnst of the Mis- 
sissippi river the meRu pressure is below the normal, the de- 
ficiencies varying from .05 to .07 in the north Pacific coast 
region, and from .05 to . lo in the lake region and Athntic 
coast districts. 

The mout,lilp barometric ranges were greatest in New Eng- 
Land a,nd the upper lake region, the largest being 1.04 at East- 
port, Ma,iue, .93 on the summit of Moiiiit Washington, New 
Hampshire, and .90 at Grand Haven, Michigan and Portland, 
Ma.ine ; they were lea& in California, Arizona, nncl along the 
Gulf coast where they were generally less than .40, the small- 
est occurring at Los Angeles and San Diego, California, where 
they were 3 6  and .87 respectively. 

BAROMETB IC! RANGES. 

BAROMETRIC RANGES. 
The monthly barometric ranges were greatest in New Eng- 

hnd and the upper lake region, where they varied from .76 
to 1.04, t h e  greatest range occurring at Eastport, Maine; they 
were. smallest in California and Brizona and along the Gulf 
coast, where they were from 2 6  to .a, the smallest being 
reported from Los Angeles, California. 

In the several districts the ranges varied as follows: 
New EngZand.-From .76 at New Haven, Connecticut, to 1.04 

k t  Eastport, Maine. 
Middle Atlantic states.-From .59 at  Lynch burg, Virginia, to 

,74 at Sandy Hook, New Jersey. 
South Atkntic sLtes.-From .43 a't Atlanta, Georgia, to .61 

b t  Kitty Hawk, North Carolina. 
Florida pmi~nsda.-From .33 at  Key West to .38 a t  Cedar 

Keys. 
Enst B d f  stde8.-Fron1 .33 at New Orleans, Louisiana, to 

A2 at Montgomery, Alabama. 


